
St. Mary, Vinton 
Pastoral Council Minutes 

July 20, 2021 
 
The Heart of Mary Cluster, inspired by the Holy Spirit, provides a welcoming faith community in 
which we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by the way we live, by our worship together and 
in serving others. 
 
I. Roll call/Introductions-  

 Present: Marcia Reilly, Jeannie Springer, Danise Shannon, Ryan Allsup, Colman 
Silbernagel, Billy Ollinger, JR Schemmel, Melissa Tandy, Stacey Happel 

 Absent: Cindy Forsyth  
 

II. Prayer and prayers for the community 

III. Approval of minutes – May meeting – done via e-mail  

IV. Minutes from standing committees:   

 FFC – June 15 

 Social justice- no written report submitted, but Marcia shared that at their last 
meeting they committee agreed to give $500 to each of our three school districts and 
$500 to Chains Interrupted.  This brings the total First Fruits dollars distributed by 
Social Justice for the year to over $8600.  

 
V.  Additions to agenda-  

 Knights of Columbus asking about starting breakfast and other meals.  In June we 
had said funeral dinners can happen as long as the food is prepared on site.  Okay 
to provide meals for the congregation as long as the people are being served and not 
serving themselves.  Will try to space tables out as well.  Generally, not all the tables 
are used, so will remove a few to allow more space.  Tentatively servers will have 
masks and gloves. 

 Coffee and donuts- discussed process of distributing donuts – not able to touch (i.e. 
buffet style)- people providing donuts place them on the plates, limit the types of 
donuts to decrease discussions, people providing donuts and coffee would wear 
gloves and possibly masks.  Will start adding donuts back in starting with once a 
month—goal of August 15th  

 Learn more about giving QR Code giving- Peosta has a paper in their pews with a 
QR code that takes you to site for you to donate.   They are using ParishSoft (their 
parish database system, we use PowerChurch) which has a monthly fee of $49, plus 
a transaction fee.  We use My E-Offering which does not have a monthly fee and the 
transaction fee was the lowest cost alternative when we implemented on-line giving.  
It is tied to our budget envelope company.   My E Offering does have a QR code we 
can publish, but with the multiple parishes and different funds (parish, LOWTF, RE) 
there are multiple QR codes, which we felt could be confusing to parishioners.   

 Table top motion activated holy water dispensers- if we are going back to using 
water again soon then we want to avoid purchasing the dispensers, so will hold off 
for now 



 Prayer request cards- how can we pray for you with name/address and a check box 
for public/private. – there is also an online version at some parishes.  We currently 
have a prayer chain group that does something similar to this. 

 

Old Business 

I. Status of LOWTF giving 
● Pledged $1,127,476 
● Received $1,091,076 
● Remaining balance $100,061 
● Interest rate is 1% [Note – at the meeting it was reported that this was increased 

from 0.5%.  That was not accurate.  The interest rate was lowered to 1% at the 
beginning of the pandemic and has remained at that rate.] 

● Annual appeal received to date is $14,855 
● 25% of the annual appeal will go to LOWTF which currently is $3713.75, so far 

$3439 was sent to pay on the remaining balance.  Some pledges are still coming in.  
Will send the remaining amount once pledges seem to be complete 

 
II. Building & Grounds-  

● Firepit- no updates on firepit progress at this time, presented to Knights of Columbus 
to ask for their help 

● Self-inspection of grounds was completed- nothing significant noted 
● Fall clean up date—will check with Cindy to see if she has some dates in mind 
● In need for someone to clean the floors—Jeannie will check with Performance 

Systems in Vinton 
 

III. New pastoral council members and board positions 

● Chair- JR Schemmel 
● Vice Chair- Ryan Allsup 
● Secretary- Stacey Happel 
 

IV. COVID Mitigation measures-  

● Books available now- an email from OCP (book supplier) saying they were willing to 
sell us books for 70% off.  Books for Vinton alone for a full year cost around $2500.  
Given the discount offered it was decided to purchase the books.  

● Eucharistic ministers wearing masks? Some parishes have been having the 
eucharistic ministers wear masks while distributing the host. Discussed whether we 
should do this or not, as some parishioners have asked about it.  The consensus 
was to not have them wear masks 

● Section with spaced seating- doesn’t seem to be used as much for those concerned 
with COVID exposure.  Seems to be more of an overflow area lately.  Will 
discontinue having the spaced seating.  If people ask for it back, will reconsider at 
that time.  

● Continuing our phased-in approach - planning to bring altar servers back once 
school starts and it is easier to gather students for training/re-training. 



● One issue that continues is finding people willing to serve in various ministries.  
Ministers of hospitality are already low.  [Note – not discussed at meeting, but due to 
the low number of people willing to serve as ministers of hospitality, we cut back and 
are currently only scheduling two hospitality ministers per Mass instead of three.  In 
order to start taking up the collection again (passing the baskets), we will need to 
have three scheduled.] 

 
V. Community sustaining/building – Article in the Word Among Us- community where you were 

matched with another person/family--- Marcia will find the article and resend to Council.  Will 
revisit at the September meeting.  It was suggested that perhaps “matches” be made 
between people coming to Mass and those who have not returned. 

 

VI. Security at Mass (on hold…indefinitely)—safety seems to be less of an issue.  Will 
reconnect with the Knights of Columbus more so about safety measures for fire/tornado.  
Will try to create a map for exits to post in the gathering space and possibly put in the 
bulletin.    

 

New Business  

VII. Youth Minister- Brenda started her new position July 6th.  She is still doing some hours here 
to tie up loose ends.  The Archdiocese has had a lot of turnover in youth ministers this year 
and, across the board, parishes are finding it difficult to fill these positions.  The position has 
been advertised on our website, at over a dozen colleges/universities, on the Archdiocesan 
website, parish bulletins in the deanery and surrounding areas, on Indeed.com and 
LinkedIn.  Ideally, we would like to find one full-time candidate.  Open to splitting the position 
into two part-time jobs if needed.    Hard to find people to fill this position in all parishes.  
Discussed breaking it into two part time jobs, in which case we would promote Mary Pat 
from a coordinator role to a director role.   

 

VIII. Impact- two parishioners from Vinton are signed up for the cohort that begins in 
September – Shelley Haisman and Carrie Weber. 

 
Agenda items for next meeting:  Group photo!  Come prepared!   
 
Next SMV pastoral council meeting:  Tuesday, September 21, 2021 – 6:30 p.m.  
 


